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At first, we were afraid, we 
were petrified. Kept thinking 
we could never live without 
them by our side. 

But we were wrong. 

One year after the Owners 
Who Shall Not Be Named 
made good on their long- 
standing threat to move the 
San Diego Chargers to Los 
Angeles, we have survived. 

The Chargers are Up There 
and we are Down Here, and 
guess what? We are pretty 


KARLA PETERSON Columnist 


CHARGERS GONE A YEAR NOW? THAT'S OK 


much OK with that. 

Which is more than you can 
say for the team. 

A new poll commissioned 
by the Union-Tribune and 10 
News confirmed what the 
zeitgeist already knew. You can 
take the Chargers out of San 
Diego, but you can’t take our 
love along for the ride. 

According to the poll, 69 
percent of the people who said 
they were pro football fans said 
they were San Diego Chargers 


fans. How many are now Los 
Angeles Chargers fans? That 
would be 32 percent. 

When the Chargers were 
here, 39 percent of the people 
polled said they watched 
“most games.” How many 
people watched most Los 
Angeles Chargers games? 
Sixteen percent. 

When asked if they would 
want the Chargers to return to 
San Diego, 53 percent of the 
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ASSESSING A YEAR 
WITHOUT CHARGERS 


I D1- There's still a mix of 
emotions, columnist Kevin 
Acee writes. 

BD Ai6 - Hotels and bars in 
San Diego took a hit, but 
spending rose elsewhere. 

BD Ai6 - City budget has 
seen both gains and losses. 


HOWARD LIPIN U-T 


Horse trainer Joe Herrick and Lovely Finish, his filly, who were both burned at the San Luis Rey Downs Training Center in Bon- 
sall on Dec. 7 during the Lilac fire, have an even stronger bond as they both continue to heal. 


BRYCE MILLER Columnist 


FROM BURNS TO A BOND 


Trainer, his filly survive 
Lilac fire, which claimed 
all his other horses 


t’s understandable that 

trainer Joe Herrick, amid 

choking smoke and ferocious 

flames, tried to coax the filly 
Lovely Finish from her stall dur- 
ing the deadly Dec. 7 fire at San 
Luis Rey Downs. 

Why, though, did the man who 

suffered burns over 23 percent of 
his body — feeling his skin melt as 


the fireball pounced — decide to 
drive two backstretch workers to 
Home Depot just one day after he 
left the hospital? 

Why did Herrick, who lost 
about $125,000 in horses and 
equipment and faces thousands 
more in medical bills, diga 
scarred hand into his own pocket 
to buy a pair of space heaters so 
others could fight offthe chill at 
Del Mar? 

Some people, we discover 
through happenstance and hor- 
rible circumstance, are uncom- 
mon. 


“T could choose to stay in bed 
in a fetal position, but I’m not 
going to let this defeat me,” Her- 
rick said Wednesday at his small 
barn outside Escondido. “You’ve 
got to roll with the punches in 
life.” 

Sometimes, life offers jabs. 
Herrick faced life-altering hay- 
makers. 

The fire claimed six of his 
seven racehorses, leaving just 
Lovely Finish and her owner to 
fight for life — and each other. 
Herrick refused to leave her. 
When the heat seemed to block 


their escape, she refused to leave 
him. 

“This fireball just came over 
the wall and hit us as we were 
going out ofthe stall and lit us 
up,” he said. “... When that hit us, 
she launched us out of the stall. I 
was just hanging onto her. 

“T knowifit’s five seconds 
longer, I probably wouldn’t be 
here.” 

Once Herrick ensured the 
safety of Lovely Finish, the badly 
injured trainer finally relented to 
firefighters’ pleas and climbed 
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ISSA’S 49TH DISTRICT MAKIN 


Trump’s unpopularity in 
area a challenge for 
Republican candidates 
BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH 


North County resident Janis 
Newland faces a potentially tough 
decision in November’s mid-term 
election. 

Her preferred candidate for con- 
gress, Darrell Issa, announced this 
week that he would join the more 
than 30 House Republicans not 
seeking re-election. Most, including 
Issa and California Rep. Ed Royce, 
represent districts carried by Hilla- 


G DISTINCT SHIFT TO LEFT 


BILL WECHTER 


Rep. Darrell Issa 


ald Trump, but much like the 49th 
District she lives in, her politics are 
hard to pin down. 

“Tm a registered Democrat but 
that doesn’t mean anything,” said 
the 66-year-old. “I don’t trust any- 


from La Jolla in San Diego up the 
coast to Dana Point in southern Or- 
ange County — still has more Re- 


Voter registration 
in the 49th District 


publican voters than Democrat. 2010 

But the GOP’s advantage has o 
been shrinking for more than a dec- Democrat MEE 30% 
ade, and to complicate things, more Republican NN 45% 
and more people are registering no NPP i 20% 
party preference. 

Newland said she’s seen the Other I 5% 
same pattern play out on Oro 
Grande Street in Oceanside, where 2017 
she’s lived for the last 28 years. Democrat EEE 31% 
Young families with liberal values , 
have overtimereplacedmanyofthe Republican i 338% 
aging conservatives that used to NPP 26% 
live on her small cul-de-sac. Other 5% 


“People moving in, people mov- 


ing out, the way things are going Source: California Secretary of State 


BIPARTISAN 
DEAL WOULD 
ESTABLISH 
12-YEAR 
PATHWAY TO 
CITIZENSHIP 


$1.6B would be set aside 
for border wall, visa 
lottery would be revised 


BY ALAN FRAM 


WASHINGTON 

A bipartisan agreement among 
ahandful of senators to prevent de- 
portation of hundreds of thou- 
sands of young immigrants in- 
cludes a pathway to citizenship 
that would take up to 12 years. 

The Associated Press on Sat- 
urday obtained details of the deal 
that includes $1.6 billion for struc- 
tures including a wall for border se- 
curity. 

The agreement between three 
Republican and three Democratic 
senators would prevent deporta- 
tion of hundreds of thousands of 
so-called “dreamers,” who were 
brought to this country as children 
and are here illegally. 

President Donald Trump and 
some GOP congressional leaders 
have said the bipartisan deal is in- 
sufficient. Its proponents — led by 
Sens. Dick Durbin, D-Ill, and 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C. — say 
they are continuing to round up 
supporters in hopes of building 
momentum for their plan. 

Political battle lines intensified 
following Trump’s vulgar descrip- 
tion of African nations and deroga- 
tory comments about Haiti at a 
White House meeting Thursday, 
and its fate is uncertain. 

A showdown is expected by Fri- 
day, the deadline for Congress ap- 
proving a spending bill to prevent a 
government shutdown the follow- 
ing day. Some Democrats are 
threatening to withhold needed 
votes for the budget measure un- 
less there’s an immigration accord. 

Some details of the bipartisan 
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TIJUANA'S 
KILLINGS IN 
2017 NEARLY 
TWICE FORMER 
RECORD TOTAL 


1,744 dead as cartels 
fight each other for 
control of drug trade 


BY SANDRA DIBBLE 


“Welcome to 2018,” read the 
threatening and neatly penned 
message left early this month with 
the bodies of a man and woman 
gunned down in the outlying Ti- 
juana development of Villa del Al- 
amo. “The plaza is not Sinaloa’s, it 
belongs to Nueva Generación.” 

After spiking to unprecedent- 
ed levels last year, the bloodshed 
in Tijuana has continued at an un- 
relenting pace in these first days 
of the new year as two powerful 
drug trafficking organizations 
battle for control of the city’s lu- 
crative street drug sales: The 
long-established Sinaloa cartel 
and a newer, aggressive group 
known as the cartel Nueva Gen- 
eracion Jalisco, often abbreviated 
as CJNG. 

As homicides soared to un- 
precedented levels across Mexico 
in 2017, Tijuana registered one of 
the steepest increases in the 


ry Clinton in 2016. body right now.” nowadays, it’s just completely country. The tally for the year was 
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Play Torrey like a Pro with a Pro 
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Experience the Torrey Thrills & SoCal Feels 


Buy tickets now! FarmersInsuranceOpen.com 


